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Maramlng Salamat Po!

2011 was a good year! And it was made possible because of you! Thank you for the support and dedication.
Thank you DONORS, SPONSORS, PATRONS, MEMBERS and VOLUNTEERS for a successful 2011!

CENTURY Electrical Contractors ¢ Cascade Canada ¢+ Chito and Merla Carbonell ¢+ Clemente Cabillan ¢+ Consolacion Quejas
Cooksville Lions Club ¢ Culture Philippines of Ontario ¢ Dr. Belle Tumbokon ¢ Dr. Romulo Sinajon & Virginia Sinajon
Dr. Solon Guzman ¢ Edgar & Ellen Arcon ¢ Filipino Seniors of Mississauga ¢+ GILEAD Sciences Inc. ¢ John & Feliza Kepler
Karl & Rodel Meier + KEN WINN Construction ¢ John & Eleanor Thompson ¢ Leander Mendoza ¢+ Madge Baluca
Nestor & Juliet Perez + PETRA Ltd. Renato Sevilla ¢+ Resty & Luz del Rosario ¢ Rudy & Vangie Alcasid ¢+ RST Productions
Rudolph & Rita Kohler ¢ Solon Reyes ¢ STUDIO 6 ¢« West End Foot Care

ABS-CBN ¢ Adolfo & Imelda Papa + AMWIN Group ¢ Benny Cadang ¢ BIOFORM HEALTH by BODY BLISS ¢+ Bobby Sunico ¢+ CLARIZ
Delfin & Marilyn Palileo ¢ Dionisia Sebastian ¢ Dr. Annette Simbulan ¢ Dr. William Rodriguez ¢+ Dr. Maselle Virey ¢+ Emma Carbonell
Estelita Liwag ¢+ Eula & Gerry Rulloda ¢ Evelyn Laraya Pond ¢+ Feminda Locquiao ¢ Flaviana Maala ¢+ FILIPINIANA News
Gerry Villareal ¢+ IAMAO ¢+ Josefina Sebastian ¢ Justin Michael «+ KP M G ¢ Mejilla Chiropractic ¢+ Mila Syme
Neil Padilla - State Farm ¢+ Nico & Judy Montenegro ¢ Norma & Jovencio Antipolo PNB Global Remit ¢+ Rebecca Cezar-Redublo
Rufino Romano ¢+ Tommy de Guia ¢ Virginia Sevilla ¢+ Willie & Thelma Cantos ¢ Zeny Guzman

Action Honda - Paeng Nebres ¢ Alma Torreno ¢ ALTA Nissan/Infiniti Maricel Mercado ¢ Ambrosio & Vicky Parnes
Angie & Tony Ng ¢ Antonio & Enriqueta Dacunha ¢ Archie & Zeny Ayala ¢+ Baby & Rolly Cajucom ¢ Baldwin Village Inn
Bayani Bernabe / Noel Cruz ¢+ Ben & Lumen Montada ¢ Benny Cuevillas ¢+ Bert & Mayette Balbastro ¢ Boracay Villa Romero
CARLITO Auto Repair ¢+ Carlos Unas (Filipino Bulletin ¢+ Carmen S. Sunga ¢ Central Parkway Pharmacy ¢+ Cesar Cruz
Charity Lim ¢ Chiqui Pineda Azimi ¢ Chito Cabatic ¢+ Clinique Veterinaire Laurier Rive-Sud ¢+ Conrad Muan ¢ Cymplex Media
Dom Quimno ¢ Dr. Albine Miciano-Wiersema ¢ Dr. Coeliflor Silva ¢ Dr. Francisco Portugal ¢ Dr. Jorge Jose ¢ Dr. Loida Coronel
Dr. Marie Gorospe ¢ Dr. Vilma Tan-Jarvis ¢ Dr. Zenia Sanchez ¢+ Eastview Travel ¢ Ellen's Place
Evelyn and David Pagkalinawan ¢ Fanny Calucag ¢ Fe Lopez Ortega ¢ Florinda Alvina ¢ Geny & Ester Toribio
George and Dolly Poblete ¢+ GMAC Real Estate - Gigie Dela Cruz ¢ Hot Styles by Lourdes ¢ JFK's Restaurant & Lounge
Jimmy & Divine Villamater ¢+ Lito Mangahas ¢« LORHEN Graphics ¢ Luzviminda Mendoza ¢+ Manila Bakery
Manny & Juliet Mendoza + Marilou Parcero ¢ Mars Cebrero ¢ Melba/Wilfredo Manzanares ¢+ Michael & Joy Almojuela
Mila Mariano Milagros Branzuela + Minnie Bandayrel + Nora Nunez ¢+ Oakwood Resort & Golf - Rowena Sancho
Parkway Honda - Manny Yanga ¢ Pasky Oliveria ¢+ Pat Oniate + Peachy Forbes ¢ Perry Requina ¢ Peter Santos
Ponce Padua ¢+ Robert Lesaca ¢+ Rose Tijam ¢+ Saladmaster ¢+ Sheryl Chavez + Shoppers Drug Mart - James Hernane
Tito Adona ¢+ Thomas Glen Erin Animal Hospital + Virgie Humilde ¢+ Yola's Nails
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FILIPINO RENAISSANCE
By: Dr. Romy Sinajon

Walang Kurakot
sa matuwid na
daan!/—this is the
battle cry of Phil-
ippine  President
Benigno  Aquino
- Il or PNoy, short
for President
Noynoy. For
AN most of us expat-
riate Filipinos, following our Philippine
politics is very interesting, but one thing
| am enjoying is seeing the definite
crusade against corruption in our coun-
try. The headlines are tantalizing, such
as ‘Former president Gloria Macapagal
Arroyo Behind bars’. Yet this is hardly
stirring our Filipino community here in
Canada. There is very few mention of
this in my face book sources; no
demonstration by Arroyo loyalists; no
twitter or you tube invitation to debate.
It seems as if most of us expected this
to happen! | remember distinctly when
Senator Ninoy Aquino Jr. was assassi-
nated by Marcos assassins in 1983. It
seemed that the world was about to
end! The future for our country looked
bleak but we managed to survive hop-
ing for a better tomorrow.

Many like us emigrated to the U.S.
or Canada and watched from afar the
drama being played out in the Philip-
pines: the assassination of Senator
Benigno Aquino Jr.; the PEOPLES
POWER revolution; the downfall of the
Marcos dictatorship; the ascension of
Corazon Aquino as president; the Con-
stitutional Convention to rewrite our
constitution; the election of a movie
actor Joseph Estrada to the presidency
and his removal from office for corrup-
tion. We seemed to be doing it right.
Unfortunately the heirs of the Marcos
dictatorship have rebounded from their
stint in purgatory with the aid of their ill-
gotten wealth and nobody from the pub-
lic and government sectors seemed
serious to get them to face justice.
The heirs even have the gall to suggest
that Marcos be declared a national hero
and be buried in the Libingan na mga
Bayani cemetery!

| read with joy that the Armed Forc-
es of the Philippines has finally re-
leased to the Commission on Human
Rights voluminous documents relating
to the Marcos years and the legacy of

his dictatorship! Now historians and
interested citizens can finally get a pic-
ture of how deep and systematic the
plunder and violation of human rights
under his rule. But now, the events in
our homeland are about the regime of
immediate past President Gloria Arroyo
for disregarding justice and ruling with
impunity as if the world belongs to
them. To get at the bottom of her mis-
rule, PNoy is justified in removing her
midnight appointee for chief Justice of
the Supreme Court, Renato Corona.
This fellow is evidently protecting her
with recent Supreme Court decisions.
It is sad to realize that former President
Arroyo  betrayed our hopes and
dreams. | remember when she came
to Toronto in 2003. | had the oppor-
tunity of meeting her briefly together
with other Filipinos at the time. Back
then | thought she would be a great

KUNG WALANG CORRUPT, /
WALANG MAHIRAP. ‘

President Benigno Aquino lll

president, with her PhD in Economics
she has the training and expertise that
could solve our economic woes and
uplift the Pilipino people! However, she
did not have the country’s economic
outlook in mind but her own self-
preservation.

Most Filipinos can be forgiven for
voting Gloria Macapagal Arroyo for
president in 2004 over movie star Fer-
nando Poe, Jr., because frankly in my
opinion, they previously made a mis-
take when they voted for a movie star
Joseph Estrada. | really felt at the time
that she won that presidential election
in 2004. But more and more evidence
are emerging that she actually cheated!
| give credit to GMA for passing in Con-
gress the improved Value added tax
law that is now the basis for the gov-
ernment for collecting more taxes from
the people. This tax law | believed can
help the government fund more infra-
structure projects, if the money does
not get pocketed by scrupulous politi-
cians. Finally the wheels of justice is
moving again in the Philippines, albeit

slowly. | say slowly because justice in
the Philippines moves at a snail's pace
as evidenced by the Ampatuan Massacre
trial. This case is more than 2 years old
now with no end in sight! Although the
case is fully supported by the govern-
ment, many experts predict that this trial
will last a century to finish. How much
more if only ordinary citizens are in-
volved? Justice delayed is justice de-
nied!

Something should be done about this
and now that the Chief Justice of the
Supreme court is on trial, this should put
the Supreme Court on the spotlight and
out of this reforms could be instituted!
This will help our people feel that there
are good men and women, after all that is
trying to correct the injustices of the past.
It will be hard as the 1% of the population
or 185,000 families reportedly control the
equivalent of the total income earned by
the bottom 30% of the 100 million Philip-
pine population or about 5.5 million of the
poorest of the poor families. Twenty five
years after EDSA, while poverty inci-
dence went down from 35% (1988) to
29% (2009) the actual number of poor
people because of unabated population
growth, had increased from 21.3 million
to 23.9 million. There are so many beg-
gars, landless and hungry people. This
23.9 million Filipinos, per statistics, live
with less than P46/day for a family of five
of which 9.4 million of them are called
food poor because they live with less
than P32/day. Another problem is the
decades old Muslim rebellion in Minda-
nao. | believe that peaceful negotiation is
the way to go to solve this problem. On
top of it all, climatic changes leading to
floods and devastation and deaths like
the recent typhoon Sendong that wrought
death and destruction in Mindanao cities
of Cagayan de Oro and lligan are also
part of the problem in our country.

Our country the Philippines is lucky to
have a man leading the renaissance of
our culture and values and beliefs. Presi-
dent Benigno Aquino Ill talks the talk and
walks the walk. We have to support him.
No other Filipino leader has instilled so
much confidence, hope and respect for
our people. He cannot solve everything
but he leads the way. He is not perfect
but he is the best at this time. This com-
ing New Year is another year of changes
in our country. | urge every Filipino to
send messages of encouragement to our
president to continue the fight against
corruption and to change the culture of
injustice and inequality. - §-
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PRESIDENTS REPORT

Year End 2011
By: Mama Ching Quejas

The year 2011 is

12012 is on the
threshold. The
days, weeks and
months went by so
fast but we were too
busy to notice the
pace. We can't
stop the time so

Bl T let's take a quick
look |nto the past year before we say
“hello” to the New Year.

Our blessings in 2011 are many,
thank God for His continuing love. The
year started with a great blessing. Our
property (the Centre) was reassessed
by the municipal government and re-
duced our property tax by 60 per cent
retroactive from year 2008. We re-
ceived a rebate that we reserved and
used as counterpart amount for a
community capital funding from the
Ontario Trillium Foundation. And we
had enough credit left to pay the prop-
erty tax for 2011. It was a great relief
indeed.

We had several activities year-
round. We had our regular weekly
programs for fitness (line dancing eve-
ry Monday), our intergenerational ron-
dalla and heritage classes (Pilipino
language). A new program was orga-
nized - a children’s choir under the
tutelage of Mrs. Imelda Papa, noted
music master/director. In line with
recent developments in the community
involving teen murder and suicide, an
information session on Mental illness
awareness was conducted by Dr. Ma-
selle Virey, noted Psychiatrist to help
the community cope with problems
such as these. Follow up sessions
have been scheduled for next year.

We started the year with a fund-
raising brunch to warm up from the
cold January weather and for a
chance to greet friends a happy new
year. It was followed by a musical
concert in February “Putting It Togeth-
er” by Chiqui Pineda Azimi one of Ma-
ma Ching’s angels, an artist -
performer in her own right. The event
was chaired by Tommy de Guia, board
member. In March, we had our regu-

lar fund raising event, bowl-athon,
chaired by Benny Cuevillas, auditor.
Mortgage interest rates went up and
Ed Frondozo , executive VP negoti-
ated for the best deal available. He
got a closed contract for a year at
4% which is only a quarter per cent
above the original rate of 3.75 %.
Not bad at all. Also in March, Ser-
vice Canada through the New Hori-
zons for Seniors Program, approved
a grant to renovate our kitchen. We
now have a completely new and fur-
nished kitchen. Included among the
new appliances is a dishwasher.
The volunteers don’'t have to spend
hours washing the dishes anymore.
We had another brunch fund rais-
er in May. We also received a cash
gift from the Mississauga Cooksville
Lions Club and a donation of 92 ban-
quet chairs from the International
Bingo Centre. In June, in collabora-
tion with the Filipino Seniors of Mis-
sissauga, we celebrated the Declara-
tion of Philippine Independence at
the Centre. At the Independence
Day picnic in the Mississauga Com-
munity Park, the early bird raffle was
drawn. Ruffy Romano, director, was
chairman of this project. The annual
walkathon chaired by Resty del Ro-
sario, VP for Programs administra-
tion and Ruffy Romano was held in
July. A week after that, Kalayaan
held the Fiesta Ng Kalayaan at the
Mississauga Celebration Square in
which we participated. We had our
own booth and we did the final draw
of the raffle onstage. A power point
show about KCCC was also shown
on the videotron. Handbills contain-
ing the KCCC activities were also
distributed. Also in August, Canada
Summer Jobs (Service Canada),
approved two student positions for
employment.  These summer stu-
dents are of great help in updating
our files and doing research work for
our programs. This summer, they
researched and produced the KCCC
volunteers’ handbook and updated
our membership and donors’ data
bases. The last and biggest of our
major fundraising events, the annual
golf tournament, was held at the
Royal Ontario Golf Club in Hornby,
Ontario on August 27. In its 4" year,
the tournament generated more rev-
enue than the previous years. Ed
Frondozo, Executive Vice President

has chaired the project each year with
the help of Mars Cebrero, former board
member and the hardworking golf
committee. In September, Ben Mon-
tada, director, chaired the Hawaiian
Night, one of the warmest and happi-
est evenings of the year. Also in Sep-
tember, the Ontario Trillium Founda-
tion approved our application for a
community capital fund in the amount
of $90,600 half of which KCCC put in
as counterpart to facelift the multi-
purpose hall and the rest of the facility.
We had the ceiling painted, changed
the fluorescent tubes with bay lights,
installed wall sconce lighting, installed
laminated wood on the entire floor of
the hall, tiled the reception area and
the hallways. We have a new stage
complete with sound system and dra-
pery. Theatrical lighting will follow.
The walls have been given a new coat
of paint in time for the New Year's Eve
Ball. Thanks to Director Chito Car-
bonell for donating his cash birthday
gifts to purchase paint and to one of
my angels, Edgar Arcon for doing the
job. This renovation is the big highlight
of the year. We will showcase the cen-
tre’s new look on March 3™ next year
with a cultural show on the new stage.
Guests will have a preview on New
Year's Eve Ball. The centre has great-
ly changed and we invite the communi-
ty to come and visit us. You will feel
proud having a place that is a symbol
of our ethnicity.

In October, board member Minnie
Bandayrel, chaired the Halloween
Fright night. She had the facility trans-
formed into a ghost house and grave-
yard site that catapulted the live ghosts
to first place in the costume contest. In
November, another concert was pre-
sented chaired by Ricky and Susan
Tanpoco of RST Productions that fea-
tured popular singers Ivy Joy Maniquis
and Rico Callao. It was another great
show. In December, the board put off
the volunteers’ appreciation night to
January to give children in the commu-
nity a treat and held a children’s Christ-
mas party. The children had fun play-
ing games with Santa’s helpers and
Yoyo the clown and they went home
with more than one gift each from San-
ta Claus. For the transition, on New
Year’s Eve, Eula Rulloda, board secre-
tary and executive VP Ed Frondozo
are co-chairs. Eula is busy putting on

(Continued on page 6)
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Christmas at Aringay
By: Gerry Rulloda

sy Silver bells,
silver bells, e
it's Christmas time
in Aringay! sy
Ring- a-ling, hear
themring... &3
Right after Undas
(Al Saints day),
. Auntie will scour
the orchard for the
perfect Christmas tree. It may be a
guava tree branch or a star apple.
She’ll get Mang Pedring to cut it down
and leave it there for the leaves to fall,
like it's autumn!

27 The falling leaves /.73

Auntie is so American. She went to
Philippine Normal School (now Philip-
pine Normal College) of course ran by
Americans and every summer (she
calls it summer), (Philippines has two
seasons, dry and wet!) she goes to
Baguio for summer classes at the
Teachers’ College in Camp John Hay.
Goes up on Sunday comes back on
Saturday and we get Anchor butter for
the pandesal! All week she is up there,
we use matamis na bao.

About a month after, on the Satur-
day before the first Sunday of advent,
we go and get the tree/branch. It is
pretty dried right now. Auntie gets a
big jar and sets the branch right on i,
filling the jar with stones. She gets a
wide mouth pan and soap and starts
making lather. Once the lather gets a
thick consistency, Auntie would cover
the branches with lather then waits for
it to dry out. Snow!! There’s snow in

-

Aringay! It's Christmas!

2 I'm dreaming of a white Christ-
mas! ;3

We hang our socks by the win-
dow because that's where Santa
comes in. Check it every day as you
might find a white rabbit! (Actually,
its a candy). Manang Nellie being
the favorite child gets an apple or a
Sunkist orange on top of everything
we get.

We start stretching our vocal
chords for tonight's caroling. Danny
with his low bombastic voice, me
with a high pitch ala Boys of Vienna
choir and Manang Tita and Nellie
with their kitten like tweets. We go
around town from house to house,
only to those that we know or know
us as we have better chance of get-
ting a bigger pot. You see after the
song/s the maid will come out and
put a flashlight on each of our faces
then goes back to the house to get
the appropriate amount of money.
We have a contra song for those
stingy houses.

28 Bulong ti apatot &J3

When we were in university, we
figured that if we go during daylight
then they don'’t need a flashlight and
they can see every one of us. So, we
formed an illustrious group (sons of
doctors, lawyers, engineers, teach-
ers ) and got a good lead guitarist
and voila, there’s your choir. It didn’t
matter if the voices are good. It's the
faces that dictate how much you get.
Big party after, everyday.

So for 8 days, we go around car-
oling. At that time, my share each
night is around 5-6 cents. | keep the

KALAYAAN CENTRE

Board of Directors
2010-2012

President
Consolacion ‘Ching’ Quejas

Executive Vice President
Edgar Frondozo

VP—Programs Administration
Resty del Rosario

Secretary
Eula Rulloda

Treasurer
Estelita ‘Ningning’ Liwag

Auditor
Benny Cuevillas

P.R.O.
Dr. Romulo Sinajon

Directors:
Archie Ayala
Ben Montada
Delfin Palileo
Dr. Solon Guzman
Luis ‘Chito’ Carbonell
Minnie Bandayrel
Ruffy Romano
Tommy de Guia

coins on an empty Vicks vaporub tin
container. One cent or centavo (a
centavo coin in size is as large as the
Canadian loonie) at that time will buy
you 2 big sugar coated candies. You
can suck on one for about 2 hours.
On the ninth day, we go to the mid-
night mass, and after church is the
Noche Buena. When we were teenag-
ers, we go from house to house to try
their treats. Yummy! Try their chicken
macaroni salad. It has diced apples!
Their patupat is really good. Patupat
is an llocano specialty with the rice
cake inside a woven buri dipped in
sugar cane hot melt and with ears for
handling.

We do this until wee hours in the
morning. If you look east, the sun will
break soon and you can see Bubon
Pusi, the smallest volcano in the
world, it's top covered with the morn-
ing fog. Don’t forget your sweater. It's
kind of chilly in Aringay this time of the
year. How does 14C grab you?

... &8 Soon it will be Christmas day!

-§_
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GIVING BACK TO THE with her indom.itable spiri’f and Kalayaan Centre
COMMUNITY work ethic, was right there with the . . egn

other volunteers hammering away 2012 Upcoming Activities
By: Judy Montenegro late at night and helping out with

Jan 14 Volunteer Appreciation

the stage preparation and | Feb 19  AM—Brunch

thought to myself, | want to help

Do you wish o out here. I've been a volunteer PM—Lecture "“Dementia”
do something dif-  since that time and have never Mar3  Cultural Presentation
ferent or new this  |ooked back or regretted the deci- Mar4 — AGM
coming 20127 Do sion to volunteer at KCCC. Apr 14 Bake Sale
you want to get Volunteers are the back- May 13 Leander Mendoza
involved more in bone of KCCC, including its offic- May 25 Hawaiian Night
the Filipino commu- ers and Board of Directors. I've Jun 9 Phil Independence Day Gala
nity?  Think about seen officers and Board members Jul Walkathon
volunteering at who unselfishly serve and give Aug Fiesta Ng Kalayaan
KCCC or Kalayaan their time, effort and services, al- Aug 25 Golf Classic

Centre. Nobody’s too young or old, beit unpaid at that, to work for the Oct 26  Halloween Night

new immigrant or old-timer in Cana-  Centre and for the community. Nov 28 Children’s Christmas Party
da, experienced or not, to be of ser-  Aside from the officers and Board Dec6 Volunteer Appreciation
vice to the Community or to KCCC. If members, there are also member Dec 31 New Year Bash

you’re a new immigrant, think of it as
a networking
opportunity

and work ex-
perience in

Weekly / Monthly Activities

Rondalla Class Thu 7:00pm

. Line Dancing Mon 6:30pm
the Canadian N :
setting or for Philippine Tango Mon 7:30pm

9 Conversational Wed 6:30pm
someone
Tagalog

who’s lived in
Canada for
years, it's a
way of giving

Ballroom Dancing Tue 7:00pm
Board Meeting 3rd Friday
KCCC Book Club Monthly

back to the

community. To sign-up for an activity, please
In ’ contact the Centre:

2007, | was

looking for

fellow volunteers, the feeling of be-

" i longing that you get as part of the

E)hortunltcl;es tm KCCC family, plus utilizing and en-
e reater

BAYANIHAN—the spirit of unity and cooperation hancing your organizational, adminis-
Toronto  Area P y P trative and event management skills

volunteer op-

(GTA) and in—— as an event volunteer (and if you're a
the process of looking for one, | saw  yolunteers who also contribute  new immigrant, maybe counting as
a timely article in a Filipino newspa-  their time and services to the Cen-  “Canadian” experience).

per about KCCC’s Open House and  tre and who are always there to As the saying from Mahatma
that KCCC also welcomed volun-  help out. Volunteers are “all-  Gandhi goes: | shall pass through
teers. | kept that in mind and thought around” and needed help could this world but once. Any good there-
that if we were near the area, | would  range from administrative, clerical,  fore that | can do or any kindness
check it out and see what kind of vol- accounting, housekeeping, car- that | can show to any human being,
unteer opportunities were available. pentry, event planning and fund- let me do it now. Let me not defer nor
My first visit to KCCC was on the eve  raising activities. neglect it, for | shall not pass this way
of the official Open House and inau- You don’t expect to get paid for again.

guration. Everyone was busy trying the time, effort and service that If you're open to new experi-
to set up for the next day’s event and you put into KCCC but the non- ences and you're reading this, why
when | said | would like to volunteer, monetary rewards are priceless: not give some of your free time to
the offer was willingly accepted. | meeting new friends and acquaint-  KCCC to volunteer!

started helping out with the prepara- ances, forging long lasting friend- -§-

tions of the Grand Hall for the Open ships and camaraderie with your
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LOOKING OUT!
By: Edgar Frondozo

Do we really need KCCC?

“l wish | have never
been born, the world
would have been a
better place,” said
despondent George
Bailey played by
James Stewart in
the movie “lIt's a
Wonderful Life”. Faced with financial
ruin, George decided to end it all on
Christmas Eve. He is saved at the
last moment by his guardian angel
Clarence that showed him that the
world would actually be a terrible
place without him. A happy ending!

KCCC faces similar quandary —
lack of funding, lack of volunteer re-
sources, inadequate support from
other Filipino organizations. Do we
really need KCCC? What would the
GTA Filipino community be if KCCC
had never been born?

KCCC was founded by civic mind-
ed Filipinos who were also the lead-
ers of the Kalayaan Filipino Cultural
Organization known simply as
KALAYAAN. KALAYAAN’s mandate
is to organize and hold the celebra-
tion of the Philippine Independence
Day every year since 1983. Over
the years the officers of KALAYAAN
realized the need to promote the Fili-
pino history, people and culture
throughout the year not only during
Philippine Independence day. In
1997, the Kalayaan Cultural Commu-
nity Centre was established.

Actual operations started in the
year 2000 housed temporarily at Tim-
berlea Boulevard, rent-free, courtesy
of Cascade Canada thru the initiative
of Carlos Padilla. On December 15,
2005, KCCC purchased for $975,000
the 3-unit condominium at Orbitor
Drive where it is currently located.
The purchase was made possible
with the $120,000 seed money from
the Centennial celebration as ap-
proved by the participating organiza-
tions and community leaders as well
as money raised by the KCCC in the
five years after its establishment.

Generous donations and personal
non-interest loans from many indi-
viduals helped KCCC pay the
monthly mortgage and operating
expenses.

Since the year 2000, KCCC has
served the Filipino community. Last
year alone over 150 events were
held at the Centre and approxi-
mately 15,000 people used the
Centre’s facilities. KCCC provides
many cultural and civic programs.
It is also the forefront of Philippine
disaster relief efforts. Yet despite
its achievements, KCCC constantly
scrounges to make the mortgage
payments each month and the
same over-worked volunteers or-
ganize and manage the many
events and services that the Centre
provides.

KCCC matters and the Filipino
community is better because of it.
But it needs the full support of its
guardian angels, the volunteers,
donors, sponsors and members.

Like George Bailey’'s guardian
angel Clarence, will we earn our
wings? Can we proudly say we
helped build KCCC to be a free,
active and self-sufficient Kalayaan
Centre. A happy ending?!
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PRESIDENTS REPORT
(Continued from page 3)

the trimmings for the Masquerade
Ball, the technician is busy testing the
sound system, and the telephone
wires are burning with the undecided
finally calling in their reservations for
the evening. It promises to be a real-
ly great gathering to welcome the
new year.

Kalayaan Centre is an independ-
ent entity with no backing for its oper-
ational expenses so it holds a contin-
uing fundraising campaign with the
help of our many volunteers. | call
them Mama Ching’s Angels. Without
them, KCCC can hardly survive.
They help in every way they can not
only in raising funds but in almost all
other aspects. Hand in hand we
have our untiring generous sponsors
and donors. Last but not least are
our fifteen directors who volunteer
their time and pocketbooks to run the
affairs of the Centre and the two-man
staff Jojo and Frances. We salute

these men and women for what they
do to keep the Centre alive. Each year
in December, we hold a special even-
ing to recognize them. This year we
postponed the event for January 14,
2012. The charity bingo sessions that
we hold two or three times a month
provide funds for our services, pro-
grams and maintenance. The Elec-
tronic fund transfer (EFT) donations
help augment our operating funds. We
encourage our fellow community mem-
bers to help thru this system and pitch
in at least $10 to be deducted from
their bank account each month. This
can be done by submitting a voided
check from which the bank gets infor-
mation in making the deduction. Ten
dollars monthly is a negligible amount
that is hardly noticed. At the end of the
year, a tax deductible receipt is issued
to each donor. To donate by EFT
please call 905-602-0923 or send an e-

mail to keccc@bellnet.ca .

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL!
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